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You  know  the  beauty  of  running  a  drop-in  is,  that  you  

never  actually  know  who  will  be  dropping-by….  Last  

month, we  opened  our  doors  and  was  greeted  with  many  

surprises. Several  new  faces  dropped-by,  Scam-awareness  

gave  a  talk,  Surrey  and  Borders  Partnership  gave  an  

update  on  what’s  new, so  too  did  Help  for  Heroes.  The  

other  thing  is,  that  because  V&F-LP  are  extremely  

supportive  of  other  Veterans’ drop-ins, Veterans  Support  

Association (VSA) paid  us  a  visit. We  got  chatting  about   

podcasts, freelancing, archery  and  how  we  manages  such  

ambitious  side  projects  for  the  Veterans’ community; that  

we  so  proudly  support. 

 

 

 

Welcome  to  our   

March  2023  

Newsletter  
 

V&F-LP  will  be  open  on   

Monday 13th March 

10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
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So,  why  not  do  something  different, and  drop-by…  We  

have  tables & chairs  and  the  banter  to  match. 

Ali  will  be  supporting  the  Veterans & Families   

Well-Being  group  at  12:00 pm.   
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http://www.vflp.org.uk
http://www.vflp.org.uk
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https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id
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https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=738a24b6-9c44-495b-b377-cba646ee44a0
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/veterans-news-and-communications-hub
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https://soundcloud.com/beingforcesfriendly/episode-3-what-is-a-veteran
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2bCKaxF0sxl0x2S9S7SDjJ
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http://www.vflp.org.uk
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Has the Minister for Veterans' 

Affairs pledged to have his 

eyebrows shaved off if he 

doesn't deliver on the latest 

timeline of the long-

awaited Veterans ID Card? 

In a post on Twitter, MP 

Johnny Mercer thanked 

former service personnel for 

completing a survey to help 

officials shape future policy 

and added: "ID cards coming 

this year, as promised." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/uk-veteran-id-cards-all-gen-about-them
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/veterans-minister-appears-pledge-his-eyebrows-latest-deadline-veterans-id
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/veterans-minister-appears-pledge-his-eyebrows-latest-deadline-veterans-id
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/veterans-minister-appears-pledge-his-eyebrows-latest-deadline-veterans-id
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Government 

officials say they 

are launching a 

joint review into its 

own departments 

responsible for 

providing welfare 

services to 

veterans. 

The review, which 

is expected to take 

around three 

months, will 

examine the 

effectiveness and efficiency of current welfare services and 

make recommendations for any improvements. 

The Office for Veterans' Affairs and the Ministry of Defence 

(MOD) will be reviewing a range of welfare services, including 

those under the banner of Veterans UK – the MOD 

department responsible for providing compensation to 

injured personnel. 

• Last chance: MPs seeking feedback on military 

compensation and pension claims 

• Johnny Mercer promises compensation scheme reform 

after claims soldiers were 'laughed at' 

• Military charity sees soar in requests from veterans for 

help 

https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/johnny-mercer-promises-compensation-scheme-reform-following-claims-soldiers
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/johnny-mercer-promises-compensation-scheme-reform-following-claims-soldiers
https://www.forces.net/military-life/forces-charities/military-charity-sees-soar-requests-veterans-help
https://www.forces.net/military-life/forces-charities/military-charity-sees-soar-requests-veterans-help
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/review-launched-veterans-uk-and-mod-departments-responsible-welfare-services
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This review has been 

commissioned following a 

veterans' survey launched by 

the All-Party Parliamentary 

Group which found that 

76.4% of veterans and 

personnel rated their overall 

experience claiming 

compensation through 

Veterans UK as poor or very 

poor. 

 

This also comes after Minister for Veterans' Affairs Johnny 

Mercer promised to "totally reform" the Armed Forces 

Compensation Scheme, which is administered by Veterans UK, 

after claims soldiers were laughed at by military officials when 

making compensation claims. 

 

Speaking about this latest review, which aims to identify any 

gaps in support, Mr Mercer said: "We recognise that 

supporting veterans to access appropriate support is critical 

to this Government's success in making the UK the best 

country in the world to be a veteran. 

 

"This review will enable us to better align the workings of a 

range of support services, with the needs of the veterans'  

https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/calling-all-veterans-mps-are-seeking-feedback-military-compensation-and
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/johnny-mercer-promises-compensation-scheme-reform-following-claims-soldiers
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/review-launched-veterans-uk-and-mod-departments-responsible-welfare-services


19 
 

 

community, and enhance the quality 

of the services veterans are offered." 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/review-launched-veterans-uk-and-mod-departments-responsible-welfare-services
https://www.forces.net/military-life/veterans/review-launched-veterans-uk-and-mod-departments-responsible-welfare-services
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Should  you  be  attending  the  above  event, it  would  be  

good  to  meet-up, feel  free  to  drop-by  and  say  hello… We  

look  forward  to  seeing  you  soon… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Surrey Armed Forces 

Covenant Conference - Wed 

15 March 2023 
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